Brods, Sis and Our Guests,
Welcome to Salu-Salo
sa San Francisco 2016!

We gather light to scatter
We are one, everytime, everywhere

Cor Unom Via Una
One in Heart, One in Mind,
One in the Communion of the Spirit
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WELCOME!

In photo, my beautiful wife Christine
Ayroso, and my wonderful twin boys,
Austin and Lance Ayroso

Dear Brod, Sister, and guests,
It has been almost 20 years since I moved here
and I still remember the warm and generous
hospitality I received from the local brods and
their families when I first arrived, all of whom I
have never met before. It was a great comfort to
have an immediate family in a strange land, and
another example of the true brotherhood we have
in Upsilon. Since then, the brods and later on
the sisters as well have become an integral part
of my life and family here. What a blessing it has
been to be part of Upsilon.
So it is with great pleasure that I, on behalf of
the Norcal Upsilon family, welcome you to this
reunion... OUR reunion. We in Norcal have set
the stage for all of us to celebrate, enjoy each
other’s company and make new and lasting
memories. So... hit that hole-in-one! Be on stage
and perform in Kambingan! Dance at the ball all
night! Talk and exchange stories until the wee
hours of the morning! Let’s live it up and have fun!
Even in the age of instant online updates, there
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is no substitute for seeing each other in person,
shaking the actual hand of a brod, breaking
bread, sharing old stories and drinking together.
And for the few days that we are all here together,
I hope you all take full advantage and enjoy that
fellowship, so that when we sing “we drank last
night, and drank the night before...”, these are
words sung with truth, joy and meaning!
It takes a special village to prepare and bring an
event like this together. I would like to express
my gratitude to all the brods and sisters that
have helped one way or another to put Salusalo together. My very special thanks go to Ian
Bagabaldo, Tanya Miren Cruz, Cai Formoso, John
Mercado, Manny Molina, Jojo Roque, Chug and
Liza Sichon, our core team who tirelessly met and
worked regularly for a year.
Thank you for being a part of Salu-salo and see
you again in our Centennial celebration!
Signed
Raymon Ayroso ‘87
President - Upsilon Sigma Phi Norcal Chapter

WELCOME!

Dear Brods, Sisters and Guests,
A warm welcome to the San Francisco Bay
Area and to the biennial world reunion of the UP
Sigma Delta Phi and the Upsilon Sigma Phi! Truly
another milestone as we are very excited to host
and see all the sisters and brods in attendance.
The Organizing Committee has worked long
hours to ensure a fun and memorable reunion
and to provide a hospitable venue for everyone to
reconnect and to interact with sis and brods from
Batch ’41 to 2012—what a historical sweep that
provides.
During the months of meetings and preparations,
more fun than work as those gatherings always
turn out, I could not help taking pause and
thinking—why do we bother to do all these things
that we continue to do, like we never left the UP
campus?

times and especially in bad. That was why as I was
carving out a new life in northern California, without
the familiar and warm support of family and friends
in Manila, it was logical that I turned to sorority
sisters who began gathering in the Bay Area for
casual get-togethers in our homes to celebrate
with or without any special reason. We are not an
“official” chapter as yet, but that is no impediment
to what we have achieved and what we can do
in the future. For listen to what these NorCal
sisters say about why such gatherings just have to
continue: “it is a fun group for whom age and batch
matter not; it is sisterhood beyond UP and across
the sea; it is a gift of true sisterhood not available to
all…”
And so, as we welcome you all, it is also an act (or
our gesture) of deep gratitude to Sigma Delta Phi
for all that it has gifted us with.
Cor Unum Via Una.

I joined Sigma Delta Phi 24 years ago to continue
the legacy of my cherished grandmother who
was one of the sorority founders, Lola Gloria
Lucero-Monzon ’33, and the tradition began by
other older relatives who first experienced and
appreciated what sisterhood was all about.
In every stage of my life, the sorority sisters have
always been of paramount influence and always
a comforting presence to be relied on in good

Sincerely,
Tanya Miren Sta. Romana Cruz-Duldulao ’92
Northern California Chapter
Head/Representative
Sigma Delta Phi
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Upsilon Sigma Phi, North America, Inc.
An IRS Approved Non-Profit 501(C)(3) Organization
Tax ID No. 35-2098658
“We gather light to
scatter”

July 9, 2016
Dear Fellows and Sisters,

Officers:
President:
Steven Yuvienco
Secretary:
Emil Liwanag
Treasurer:
Raul Hocson
Chairman of the Board:
Franklin Batara
Board of Directors:
Gerald Umali, USP
SoWest
Raymon Ayroso, USP
NorCal
Jonathan Tan, USP ECC
Yari Miralao, USP SEC
Gregorio Carpio,
USPMWC
Adrian Cavestany,
USPHouston
Eduardo Lee, USP
Toronto
Ex-Officio:
Antonio Donesa
Angel Fandialan
Danilo Sichon
Jaime Velasco
Noel Cruz
Graciano Lopez
Felizardo Arevalo

It is with distinct pleasure to welcome you to the “2016 Salu-salo sa San
Francisco”! This biennial get-together is the best venue to renew our
fraternal bonds, confer and savor the joys of each other’s company. We look
forward to three days of sincere and jovial fellowship with all of you.
Since we are fast approaching the 100 years of Upsilon Sigma Phi, in only a
couple of years, this is the perfect opportunity to know what the Alumni
Chapter has planned and the dates of the 2018 Centennial festivities. Let us
voice our inputs to the event-movers who have honored us with their
attendance. Thereafter, we can plan very well our trips home to attend this
once-in-a lifetime grandest fraternity reunion.
With the merger of the two Southern California Chapters into USP
SouthWest Chapter, over a year ago, the erstwhile Scholarship Fund for
financially challenged brothers was assumed by USPNA. Thus, it became a
North America-wide endeavor named Residents Activity Fund initiative. We can
continue the noble & honorable tradition of providing financial supports,
every school year, to deserving brothers both in the Diliman and Los Banos
campuses. Your dedicated support is appreciated and generous donations are
solicited to make this much needed ongoing project as successful and wideranging as possible.
USPNA has also created a Campus Activity Fund initiative to set aside and
make financial help readily available to the fraternity leadership’s pursuits like
student elections’ campaign and other important projects. For instance, in
the April 2015 campus-wide elections, we remitted funds to help finance the
campaign expenses. It is inspiring to know all the brods-candidate won their
posts including the University Student Council (USC) Chairperson. Your
generous support and donation are likewise sought.
Thank you and enjoy the Upsilon fellowship!
Fraternally yours,
Bing Yuvienco
Bing	
  Yuvienco	
  ‘67	
  
USPNA	
  President	
  

2014-2016

9 Maine Drive
Newburgh, NY 12550
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Greetings from the USPNA Chairman of the Board
To All Fellows and Sisters, Family and Friends:
Welcome, everyone, to this year’s Upsilon Sigma Phi and Sigma Delta Phi World Reunion as we again
gather together to celebrate our rich fraternal heritage and to renew and reinvigorate our deep sense of
commitment to each other, to the values of our Fraternity, our Sorority, and of our beloved UP.
For many months, the Fellows and Sisters of the Nor Cal Chapters have worked tirelessly with boundless
energy and enthusiasm to create a memorable and exciting experience for all that will not soon be
forgotten. San Francisco and the Bay Area is a world-class destination with endless quality and
unique visual and culinary offerings to its guests. We encourage you take advantage of this occasion to
experience all that our wonderful area offers.
On a more serious note, USPNA will continue to communicate and encourage Fellows to participate in
its current and developing programs both to assist Resident Fellows as well as the UP. Let us also look
forward to use the Plenary Session to review and discuss recent as well as proposed plans and activities
of importance to the Fraternity.
Let’s all enjoy this occasion to deepen and strengthen our ties for the future through Fellowship and just
plain good company.

Fraternally,
Frank Batara ‘66
Chairman of the Board
USPNA
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Thanks and Acknowledgements
to our Sponsors and Donors:
Transamerica
Ramon Arellano ‘58
Dodie Arevalo ‘64
Butch Bandong ‘73
Sunny Benitez-Rush ‘73
Frank Camaclang ‘61
Adrian Cavestany ‘55
Slats Donesa ‘53
Toti Fabella ‘56
Sofronio “Porong” Flores ‘55
Piling Francia’55
Timmy Gil ‘64

Flor Gulle ‘57
Cesar Maloles ‘78
Manny Molina ‘59
Dette Montano-Ernecq ‘76
Robert Montelibano ‘56
Jesse Pacleb ‘83
Edwin Pana ‘69
Mike Panganiban ‘67
Carlito Penaranda ‘01
Danny Seng Seng ‘76
Upsilon Sigma Phi ‘92
Manuel Vargas ‘75

Salo Salo Golf Tournament Hole Sponsors:
Batch ‘65

Batch ‘68

Iman Lat
Tong Puno
Ray Orozco
Mar Galicia
Nitoy Lopez
Cesar Dionisio
Joey dela Cruz
Ely Ramirez
Lito Navarro
Bim Javier
Nol Martinez

Chug Sichon
Babes Francisco
Louie Keirulf
Batch’64
Danny Bautista
Anonymous Brod
Jess Ocampo

Other batches and
Friend of Upsilon:
Jimmy Velasco
Rey Tibayan
Dave Lorenzana
Lewis Yu
Boboy Ringler
George Cadhit
Don Liamson
Danny Gozo
Rae Manaloto
Bill Romero
Gerry Galvan (Friend of Upsilon)
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Sofitel San Francisco Bay stands on the shores of a tranquil
lagoon, and its beauty inspires a refreshing ambience in every
space – from the lobby and award-winning Bay 223 restaurant
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airports and Silicon Valley within convenient reach.
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Salu-Salo sa San Francisco 2016
Program of Activities, Sofitel Hotel

Golf Tournament
Day 1: July 7
Course: Eagle Vines Golf Club
Address: 580 South Kelly Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503
Day 2: July 8: Pumapalo Tournament
Course: Rancho Solano Golf Course
Address: 3250 Rancho Solano Pkwy, Fairfield, CA 94534

Reunion

Friday, July 8
PM
2:00
5:30
6:30

Hotel Check In
Registration & Souvenirs
Welcome Reception
Kambingan Talent Show

Reception
Grand Salon
Foyer
Ballroom

8:30
9:00
9:00
Noon
5:30
6:30
7:15

Breakfast
Sigma Delta Phi Plenary Session
Upsilon Sigma Phi Plenary Session
On Your Own Until 5:30
Group Photograph
Cocktails
Ball

Foyer
Ballroom Area
Ballroom Area

Saturday, July 9

Foyer
Foyer
Ballroom

Sunday, July 10
AM
Individual Hotel Checkout
10:00 Lobby to go to Picnic
10:30 Picnic Brunch

Reception
Hotel Lobby
Twin Pines Park

Group Picture Schedule for Saturday, July 9, 2010
Do not miss having your picture taken!
5:00
5:30
5:40
5:50
6:00
6:10
6:25
6:40
6:55
7:15

Norcal Organizing Committee, Norcal Brods, Norcal Sis, Norcal Family - Ballroom
All Attendees Foyer
All Sisters Ballroom
All Brods Ballroom
Batches - 40s and 50s
Batches 60s
Batches 70s
Batches 80s
Batches 90s to present
Start Program and Dinner

UPSILON SIGMA PHI & SIGMA DELTA PHI REUNION
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Our NorCal Family Organizing Committee
It takes a special village to prepare and bring this event together…
Our Core Team and Advisors who tirelessly met and worked regularly for a year:
Lead - Raymon Ayroso
Co-lead - Tanya Cruz
Steering Committee Members:
Ian Bagabaldo, Cai Formoso, John Mercado, Manny Molina, Jojo Roque
Advisors - Chug & Liza Sichon, Timmy Gil

Our Committee Leads:
Solicitations & Souvenir Program – Tanya Cruz,
Chug & Liza Sichon
Marketing & Comms - Jojo Roque, Ian Bagabaldo
Finance - Manny Molina
Hotel/Venue - Brad Ramos, Raymon Ayroso, Liza Sichon
Website/Technology - Chris Velasco, Jojo Roque
Welcome Reception - Cai Formoso, John Mercado
Kambingan - Fritzie Ramos, Cai Formoso,
John Mercado

Grand Ball - Liza Sichon
Sunday Brunch - Brad Ramos, Tanya Cruz, Pet Genovea
Golf Tournament - Lito Navarro
Registration & On-site Logistics - Dennis Alikpala,
Rhona Lansangan-Baccichet
Merchandise - Emon Duldulao, Ian Bagabaldo
First Aid - Emon Duldulao
Childcare - Cai Formoso

Our Committee Members:
Gab Agcaoili
Rev Catapang
Chav de la Cruz
Aileen Duldulao
Skippy Mata

Ely Ramirez
Inez Sandejas
Pilar Sandejas-Lazaro
Rose Santos-Swanson
Tony Sundiang

Terry Templo-Vicencio
Beryl Tianero-Abungan
Dolly Velasco

Special Acknowledgements:
Jon Abad
Kit Ayroso (wife of
Raymon Ayroso)
RJ Bagabaldo
(husband of Ian
Bagabaldo)
Frank & Jo
Camaclang
Toti & Geny Fabella

John Formoso
(husband of Cai
Formoso)
Juliet Gil
Oscar Lumen
Noni Mendoza
Cristina Mercado
(wife of John
Mercado)

Vickie Molina
Franco Navarro
Tong Puno
Bles Quintillan
Ricky Rionda
Sarah Soriano-Andrews
Ian Swanson

And of course, The USPNA Board & Local Chapter Heads
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The Norcal Story
by Lito Navarro ‘65

Upsilonians, though acknowledged to be a breed
of carefully selected individuals, also fall prey to
the vagaries of the state of affairs in their mother
country. Many have gone ashore in search of
greener pastures, a more stable economy and a
mature and viable political system.
It is under this light that a healthy gathering of
Upsilonians and Sigma Deltans have accumulated
over time in Northern America, the so called land
of the plenty. As is only logical, the gravitation to
the big cities has been more pronounced. Among
these is San Francisco and Vicinity ( also known
collectively as the “ Bay Area”) which abounds in
employment and educational opportunities. This
geographic setting is also famous for a mild and
temperate climate that varies only moderately
through different seasons. Its hilly terrain and
the dominance of Victorian architecture has an
unparalled scenic beauty.
It is therefore hardly surprising that this place
harbors a good number of Upsilonians and Sigma
Deltans. Through the years, many have firmly
established their presence in their respective
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communities by successfully pursuing their
avowed careers and businesses. They are at
the helm of the white collar migrants from their
country which runs in contrast with the earlier
years of sugar cane plantation workers to Hawaii
and the farm workers in the San Joaquin Valley.
The growth of the brods and sisters community in
the bay area started with a smattering. A cursory
review of records and individual accounts indicate
that as of the early 70s, there were only a handful
of Upsilonians in the Bay Area. Among these
are Matt Caparas ’41, Toti Fabella ’56, Rey Reyes
’56, Frank Camaclang ’61, Noni Mendoza ’63 and
Timmy Gil ’64, Gilbert Tipton’61.
The mere presence of individuals of the same
breed in a common geographical setting does
not by itself make for an organized grouping. The
all consuming drive of nest building in a foreign
environment can become a deterrent to active
socialization in the Filipino community. This is not
to mention the absence, during those times, of
electronic and cyber communication which we
now enjoy.
But, late though it may have been, it was bound
to happen. One isolated spark was all it took for
the fire to catch on. By the time it happened the
longings for the legendary and much vaunted
Upsilonian fellowship and spirit had reached
unprecedented heights. The chance encounter

between two lonely brods torched pent up
emotions that have become tinder dry for such an
encounter.
As the story goes, it was one of those foggy
mornings in downtown San Francisco during the
early 70s. Brod Noni Mendoza, who was then
fresh from graduate school in Madison, Wisconsin
found work in the “City” with an Urban Planning
Company. Their office was located on Montgomery
St. nearby the Coit Tower. As he climbs up and
down the stairs to his office he notices an asian
looking man who was working in an Engineering
Architectural Company holding office at the ground
floor of the same building.
Every time, he sees the person,” he is always
glued to his desk, looking very diligent and was
maybe trying to impress his boss. In one of these
sightings, Noni thought he looked liked Frank
Camaclang ’61 but readily dismissed the thought
since, afterall, Frank is in the Philippines. Besides,
this man is hefty whereas as Frank was rail thin.
I did not put any more thought to this until one,
day I hear the Lonsi whistle which lo and behold,
came from Frank ’61 indeed”. Naturally, the renewal
of vows was spontaneous and needless to say,
heavily emotional . It was a magical elixir to two
lonely souls.
From there on, there were more chance
encounters. Some while grocery shopping, at
Churches on Sundays, at the Philippine Consulate,
at a local community college or university, and
at some social gatherings. As can be expected
the rush of adrenalin and the level of excitement
generated by such encounters did not vary
even among who brods who had no previous
acquaintance.
An important factor that helped metamorphose
the brods into a structured organization is the
presence of senior brods who wielded both respect
and authority. Among the stalwarts then were the
likes of Toti Fabella ’56 and his batch mate Rey
Reyes. Toti eventually became the first president
of the Northern California Chapter of USP, he was
followed by Rey Reyes. Among the younger brods
who was entrusted with the helm of the chapter
was Joey Bibal “70 whose tenure spanned at least
5 years. He would have served longer where he not
called earlier by his creator.
The enduring leadership of these brods was
enhanced and tempered by the valuable guidance
of welrounded and experienced brods such as

Matt Caparas ’41 , Art Almerndral ’41 and Len
Samonte ‘51 . The activities of the Chapter soon
gained energy and diversity as younger and more
adventurous brods joined ranks with the pioneers.
Among these brods were Gilbert Tipton’61, Rolly
Visaya’65, Dodie Lagman ’66, Manny Molina ’59,
Cesar Galvez ’59, Gene Bueno ’59, Timmy Gil
’64 and Ely Ramirez’65. Now more than ever, the
growing tide of the younger brods continuous
unabated. As of late, the new comers now include
second generation Upsilonians with the likes of the
Taylor brothers ( Jake ’73 and Louie’75), Rommel
Carlos ’83, Jon Abad ’86, Dennis Alikpala ’89 ,
Chris Velasco ’93 and Rev Catapang ’12.
The Norcal community is best described as a
closely knit family. The brods, sisters, wives
and the children have assimilated the Upsilon
culture through their frequent encounters and
socializations. They too have come to relish stories
and recollections that have been told and retold
many times. This tightly knit relationships will only
grow through the years as the chapter continuous
to organize family oriented activities. Among these
are family picnics in the summer, Christmas parties,
birthday parties, etc.
The Norcal Chapter has engaged in projects of
consequence to the Fraternity. Among these is
the Enkwentro sa San Francisco, a landmark
international USP reunion which was held in 2001.
This event was among the best attended reunions
organized to date. This event was so successful
and well liked that the brods voted to hold another
one in San Francisco this year ( Salo Salo Sa San
Francisco).
Following the latest count, there are now 56
Upsilonians and 41 Sigma Deltans who are
residents of the Norcal Chapter. Most are situated
in the Bay area with a few in the outlying cities
like San Mateo, San Jose, Danville, Fairfield and
Sacramento.
Now that they are in the twilight of their years, the
Norcal pioneers can comfortably take their seats
confident and assured. The future of the Chapter
can only be better and brighter. Younger and
equally, if not more, talented brods and sisters are
working together. The seeds that have been sown
are to sure grow and prosper with quality caring
and nurturing from younger and equally tried and
true Upsilonians and Sigma Deltans.
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NorCal Family
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Upsilon Sigma Phi, North America, Inc.
An IRS Approved Non-Profit 501(C)(3) Organization
Tax ID No. 35-2098658
“We gather light to
scatter”
Dignitaries:
President:
Steven Yuvienco
Secretary:
Emil Liwanag
Treasurer:
Raul Hocson
Chairman of the Board:
Franklin Batara
Board of Directors:
Gerald Umali, USP SW
Raymon Ayroso, USP
NorCal
Jonathan Tan, USP ECC
Yari Miralao, USP SEC
Gregorio Carpio,
USPMWC
Adrian Cavestany, USP
Texas
Eduardo Lee, USP
Toronto
Ex-Officio:
Antonio Donesa
Angel Fandialan
Danilo Sichon
Jaime Velasco
Noel Cruz
Graciano Lopez
Felizardo Arevalo

Congratulations and
More Power to the
Officers and Fellows
of the
UPSILON SIGMA PHI
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
CHAPTER
for the successful
and memorable
Salu-salo sa San Francisco
July 8-10, 2016
Redwood City, California

9 Maine Drive
Newburgh, NY 12550
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Upsilon Sigma Phi Batch
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USPNA History, 1995-2015
A View from Okemos, Michigan
By Angel “Angie” Fandialan ’60
( with Danilo “Chugchug” Sichon ’68)
In 1995, I had been living next to East Lansing, the
campus town of Michigan State University. I knew
a handful of Upsilonians a few hours drive away in
Michigan and Chicago, and would see or call them
occasionally, at outrageous long distance call fees
of the times. And very rarely would I see Upsilon
brothers from the east and west coasts. Little did
I know that a tidal wave of change was about to
come.
In the fall of 1995, Butch Bandong ’73 hailed me by
email and introduced the Upsilon group email list.
There were a few of us on the list at first, but word
spread quickly. It did not take long for a few to grow
to a hundred, followed by multiples of hundreds,
renewing bonds and making new ones. It was a
joyful time for erstwhile prodigal Upsilonians. The
list became so large that Butch recruited Zoe Viray
’75 to help and, eventually, take over managing it.
In 1998, the Northeast Chapter, led by Chugchug
Sichon of the Golden Batch ’68 (legacy of my term
as Illustrious Fellow in Diliman) harnessed the group
email ferment into the first ever North American
reunion in Atlantic City. They called the event “Lintik
sa Atlantik”, a rhyming name that other reunions
would follow. And in November 13-15, 1998, the
Fellows called for the unification of scattered
chapters and groups into a North American
organization.
Note: Kambingan is a staple event of USPNA
reunions. Did you know it was invented at Lintik sa
Atlantik? Although some might say that Kambingan
was evolved, not invented. It spontaneously evolved
on Lintik’s first evening through a confluence of
circumstance, the fellows’ artistic bent and their
joy at being together. The Northeast chapter had
reserved an entire Filipino restaurant for an evening
of private use. The restaurant happened to serve
kambing (goat meat) only in various indigenous
Filipino recipes such as papaitan, kaldereta and
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sinigang na ulo, (If there were other gastronomic
delights, they escape me now.) There was ice
cold San Miguel beer as well, and a big Karaoke
machine. Mix brods, beer, food of yore and Karaoke,
and what do you get? Merriment, singing of
Cavalcade songs, choruses and solos, and attempts
at stand-up comedy. Variously applauded and
jeered, all in good fun. At evening’s end, Slats gave a
Kambingan award to someone.
In 1999, on August 27, the USPNA was born. It
was the year Southern California Chapter, led by
Toto Tayco, also of the Golden Batch ’68, hosted
a continental gathering called “Alas sa Vegas”, in
(where else?) Las Vegas. By then, Slats Donesa
’52, had drafted a constitution and bylaws for
the proposed Upsilon Sigma Phi North America
(USPNA) organization. I conducted the meeting
of Fellows which ratified the bylaws and elected
a Board of Directors who, in turn, elected its first
set of leaders in Slats Donesa ’52 as President,
Angel Fandialan’60 as Vice-President, Steve “Bing”
Yuvienco ’67 as Board Chair and Chug Sichon ‘68
as Vice-Chair.
In 2000, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service
approved USPNA as a 501(c)3 tax exempt body to
which donations would be tax deductible on US
tax returns (May 10, 2000). And the State of Indiana
approved the USPNA certificate of incorporation on
July 28, 2000.
Also in 2000, the Southeast Chapter hosted a
USPNA gathering called “Aksyon sa Washington”
on October 12-15, under the leadership of Nitoy
Lopez ’65, chapter President, and Ricky Rionda ’83,
Aksyon chair. With Slats providing inspiration, the
fellows donated $15,490 to the USPNA Permanent
Endowment Fund, a good start to be followed by
more in following years.
In 2001, I hosted a gathering of fellows at my house
in Okemos, Michigan on September 15-16. On
the first hour of the gathering, Slats Donesa‘52
tendered his resignation from his position as USPNA
President, elevating Angie Fandialan ’60 to the
Presidency by constitutional fiat. Slats’ resignation
on 9/15 added to my lingering shock from the 9/11
collapse of the World Trade Center twin towers. In
attendance, and participants in my oath taking were
Philippines Upsilon Sigma Phi Alumni Association
(USPAA) President Gari Tiongco ’62, USPAA Chair
Chitong Rivera ’65, Midwest chapter President Gie
Nolasco ’67 and more than a dozen fellows from
Michigan and Chicago. And during the fellowship,
three fellows greeted us by phone: Eli Ilano ’57
from Switzerland, Tito Tan ’62 from Long Island and

Jimmy Manzano ’66 from Spain.
Side note: Gari and Chitong were in Manhattan,
New York City on 9/11 during the attack. I could
not reach them by cell phone for a couple of days
and was worried for them. Their flight to Michigan
was cancelled as were all flights in the US. But they
rented a car and arrived at my house on 9/14.
In 2002, the Northern California chapter hosted
the USPNA gathering called “Enkwentro sa San
Francisco” on August 15-17, under the leadership
of chapter President Joey Bibal ’70 and Enkwentro
chair Timmy Gil ’64. The Assembly of Fellows
elected Angie Fandialan ’60 as USPNA President for
a full term, Bing Yuvienco ’67 as Vice-President and
Hans Groot ’63 as Board Chair. I appointed Slats
Donesa ’52 to Chair the Permanent Endowment
Fund. He had raised $10,430 in donations in 2001
and USPNA added $10,460 in 2002-2003 to the
Fund.
In 2004, the Houston-Texas chapter hosted the
USPNA gathering called “Dagundong sa Houston”
(what else could rhyme with Houston?), led by Binky
Besa ’58 and Dagundong chair Jess Ocampo ’64.
The Assembly of Fellows elected Chugchug Sichon
’68 as USPNA President, Nitoy Lopez ’65 as VicePresident and Cesar Galvez ’59 as Board Chair.
Chug reappointed Slats as Chair of the Endowment
Fund and they raised $3,600 for the Endowment
Fund in 2004-06. Invigorating USPNA membership
and raising funds for multiple causes outside
the Endowment Fund became the focus of this
administration.
In 2006, the Toronto-Eastern Canada Chapter
hosted the USPNA gathering called “Otso-Otso
sa Toronto”, named for the date 8/8, but eventually
scheduled on August 9-12, led by chapter President
Eddie Lee’53 and 88 chair Noel Cruz ’66. New
USPNA leaders were elected with Jimmy Velasco
’70 as President and Edwin Pana ’69 as Board Chair.
By 2006, $41,280 was in the Endowment Fund.
Raising scholarship funds for the University of the
Philippines was emphasized in this administration.
In 2008, the Southern California and Greater LA
chapters hosted the USPNA gathering called “Alaala
sa LA” on August 14-16, under the leadership
of chapter Presidents Bim Javier’65 and Lupe
Campos ’48, and Alaala chair (and outgoing USPNA
President) Jimmy Velasco ’70. Elected to USPNA
leadership were Noel Cruz ’66 as President and
Edwin Pana’69 as Board Chair. Improving USPNA
business processes, digital record keeping and
digital communication with members became focal
points.

In 2010, the Florida Chapter hosted the USPNA
gathering called “Barko Barkada sa Florida” on June
25-28, led by Barko co-chairs Bert Dy-Liacco ’57 and
Dj Sta Ana ’98. Holding the gathering on a cruise ship
while plying the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean
Sea set this event apart. When the ship captain found
out that then Philippine Ambassador to the US, Willy
Gaa ’66 and his wife, Linda, were boarding, he sent a
team to escort them onto the ship and skip the long
line of boarding passengers. A few of us enterprising
souls tagged along as part of “Willy’s party” and
facilitated our boarding as well. The Assembly of
Fellows elected new USPNA leaders with Nitoy Lopez
’65 as President and Al Bautista ’80 as Board Chair.
The President of the University of the Philippines (UP)
happened to be an Upsilonian at the time. Working
with UP President Fred Pascual ’67, Nitoy set up four
year scholarship awards at UP, finally spending some
money from USPNA’s Endowment Fund and raising
more scholarship money on the side.
In 2012, the Las Vegas Chapter hosted the USPNA
gathering called “Lagaslas sa Vegas” on August 1618, 2012, led by chapter President Will Vicuna ‘69 and
Lagaslas co-chairs Rod Nitollama ‘69 and Diane Ebro
‘55 . The Assembly of Fellows elected new USPNA
leaders in Dodie Arevalo ’64 as President and Edwin
Pana ’69 as Board Chair. Dodie’s administration
raised over $32,000 for various causes, including
over $5,000 for reconstruction aid to UP campuses in
Leyte after Typhoon Haiyan’s devastation.
In 2014, Dodie Arevalo’s administration organized
a trans-Pacific global reunion on Jan. 29- Feb.
1, called “Arangkada sa Manila”, a prequel to
USPNA’s participation in the 2018 Upsilon centennial
celebration. About 100 persons travelled from
North America to Manila and another 300 from
the Philippines attended. The Assembly of Fellows
elected USPNA’s new leadership in Steve “Bing”
Yuvienco ’67 as President and Frank Batara ’66 as
Board Chair. Bing’s administration has partly funded
some resident chapter activities, including successful
campaigns for Student Councils at the University
level and at various college levels.
Note: USPNA has had multiple funds intended
for various particular causes. While most of the
donations are tax deductible, some are not. Keeping
the accounts straight, the disbursements correct
and the tax deductions documented are complex
and voluminous tasks. USPNA has had the same
fellow performing these tasks as its Treasurer. The
excellence of his work and his dedication to duty are
witnessed by his re-election time and again: Bobby
Hocson ’77.
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Sigma Delta Phi
(Society of Dramatics and Fine Arts)
Liza Santiago-Sichon ‘76

Reminiscing…Keeping in touch…Tradition…Camaraderie…Rekindling…Service to Others…Kindness
and Caring for each other…such is the essence of Sisterhood
Remembering the History of Sigma Delta Phi …
UP Sigma Delta Phi Diliman Founded: 1933 by Gloria Lucero Monzon
UP Sigma Delta Phi Los Banos Founded: 1956 by Emma Juliano
SDP Alumni Association Founded: 1971 by Celia Diaz Laurel
Flower: Budding Red Rose with three leaves signifying our Motto
Motto: Cor Unum Via Una (One in Heart, One in Mind, One in the Communion of the Spirit)
Sorority Color: Dark Pink
Our Aim: To form a strong bond of friendship and to promote social and intellectual interaction among
women students of the University of the Philippines who are actively interested in literature, music, the
sciences, dramatics, fine arts, arts of the home, and cultural arts.
Our Purpose: It is recommended that the Sigma Delta Phi have a two-fold purpose and that is to:
- help propagate and popularize a culture that truly belongs to and represents the history of the broad
masses of the Filipino people, and
- help create a society in which the Filipina women can have the chance to be really creative and to
take pride in what they do and who they are.
SISTERHOOD…is like a budding red rose…it has to be nurtured constantly, that it may bloom to
perfection.
Welcome to Salusalo sa San Francisco 2016,
may you create memories that last a lifetime!
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Sisterhood: Remembering,
Reconnecting, Rekindling
Rose Santos Swanson ‘78
Cor Unum Via Una: One in heart, one in mind, one in
the communion of Spirit.
Not that long ago, these words, for me, were from a
forgotten, seldom-visited past, overtaken by more
than 35 years of life that left newer memories: the
terrifying excitement of my first job, the challenge
of emigrating back to the U.S., working to be taken
seriously as a professional, meeting and falling in love
with my husband, dealing with racism and sexism
while living in Hong Kong, seeing the face of my
fragile, premature-born son for the first time, then
watching him thrive and grow and now seeing him as
a 20-year-old on the verge of discovering what the
world has in store for him.
I’m sure you have your own wonderful memories
of life’s highlights and challenges: of your families,
of people you’ve loved and lost, others you’ve
rediscovered. Like me, you’re probably also busy
juggling all the different priorities in your life –
spouses, children, grandchildren, elderly parents,
careers, relatives, friends -- with little time to stay
connected to a distant past. According to Thomas
Wolff, “You can’t go home again.”
So why are we here this weekend? (Aside, of course,
from the fact that a sister insisted you attend!) To
bring back those faded remembrances of “the
good old days” – as neophytes (yikes!) singing,
dancing and drinking in public places, working on
theater productions, singing Christmas carols, At
Homes with the alumnae, sorority balls, tambayan

sa Basement and AS steps… To laugh heartily at
initiation anecdotes and most-embarrassing-moment
memories… To recall drinking songs and find old
harmonies... To remember what it felt like to know that
you belonged to – and were accepted by -- a group
of intelligent, idealistic, empathetic, resourceful and
talented young women whose confidence made them
feel they could change the world.
We’re also here to reconnect with old friends, meet
the sisters who came after us, and, maybe even see
some of those sisters whose names we memorized
during initiation but never got to know. We’ll find out
what happened to each other through the years or
learn about the lives of the sisters we’ve just met, pull
out bragging photos of our kids and grandkids, listen
to stories of amazing careers and even more amazing
tales of motherhood. The faces may not look quite as
we remember them, or nothing at all like we thought
they would be, but I’ve no doubt the smiles will reveal
the genuine gladness a Sigma Deltan feels when
connecting – or re-connecting – with a “Sis,” and the
embraces will offer that unconditional acceptance that
comes with sisterhood.
And at the end of the weekend, as the reunion winds
down, there will be phone numbers and addresses
exchanged, Face Book and LinkedIn connections
made, and promises to stay in touch. Some of us
will be able to keep those promises -- and some
of us won’t. But we’ll have this new memory of
how we all remembered those best of times, how
we reconnected and how we rekindled that flame
of our youth and, for a while again, held tight to
our sisterhood bond: With hearts united, strength
undivided.
Rose Santos Swanson ‘78
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Abeleda, Carlos Paguagan
Almazan, Rainier Calaycay
Ampil, Michael Florentine Chioco
Arroyo, Jack Gonzalez Jr.
Bayhon, Walfredo Cabrera
Cadag, Eusebio Marbella
Caluza, Manuel Rullan
Candole, Byron Lamira
Dimaano, Benjamin Tubig Jr.
Divinagracia, Louie Aranzamendez
Escuro, Edgar Sales
Estolano, Nelson Lorsano
Gomez, Emmanuel Castellano
Grino, Dennis Infante

Herrera, Renato Cabrera
Lamanilao, Joel Dispo
Legaspi, Michael Alexis Cu
Leh, Richard Leyva
Lim, Nelson Te
Lometillo, Manuel Tisalona Jr.
Lua, Henry Recaro
Luna, Rommel Manalo
Magalang, Ulysses Jandusay
Malaya, Senen Ciron
Malicdem, Valerio Vancedor Javier
Militar, Danilo Bartolazo
Nepomuceno, Eduardo Rasay
Ollero, Glen Villar

Perez, Monico Ordonez
Policarpio, Rafael Antonio Perez
Romero, Jesus Reynaldo Eclar
Romero, William Honorato Eclar
Sandalo, Ricardo Mission
Sarino, Mario Barcega
Senseng, Daniel Mendoza
Tan, Nonito Argoso
Tanada, Roberto Benjamin Nakpil
Valdes, Manuel Vicente Versosa III
Velasco, Vernon Raymond Ibanez
Vergara, Dante Gideon Kolipano

Congratulations from Batch ‘76!
40th Anniversary
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Congratulations from Batch ‘76!
40th Anniversary

Grand Archon: Sunny Benitez
Maripaz “Pot” Sison Cenon
Lura Alampay Colorado
Connie Angeles
Jocelyn Dee Pua
Jenny Dugan Dayrit

Vivian Omine Flores
Bing Bing Gadong
Dette Montano Ernecq
Polly Pendon Bariou
Carina Pilapil Slepian
Lilian Perez Tiongson

Binky Rivera
Pinky Rivera Tooyak
Tuttie Rivera Reumaux
Liza Santiago Sichon
Cherie Vicente Encina
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UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES

SIGMA DELTA PHI | UPSILON SIGMA PHI
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Musings & Greetings . . .
Dr. Seuss said, “How did it get so late so soon?”
When was it? When I had to say “Yes, Master” to
everyone, it seemed? Wear “jewelry” made from
vegetables? Go begging in Escolta wearing patched-up
clothing? Walk on salt while chewing on sili?
Was it just yesterday? When we disregarded the
past, fixated on the present, and ignored the future?

Maria Luisa (“Lu”) Tuason-Acosta
SDP Batch ‘65

But today . . . Today, we can’t stop talking about the
past, for as the future gets shorter, the shadows of our
past lengthen in the halls of our memories.

I join you as you relive the good old days
and celebrate the friendships of a lifetime.

Lu Acosta & Associates, LLC
Helping organizations get in gear
ﬃ

‐

ǀ
ǀ

‐

AREAS OF EXPERTISE
Leadership ǀ Executive Coaching ǀ Improving Performance
Emotional Intelligence ǀ Communication & Conflict Management
Meeting Facilitation ǀ Presentation Techniques
Writing in Plain English ǀ Grammar Refresher
Stellar Customer Service

UPSILON SIGMA PHI & SIGMA DELTA PHI REUNION

37

38

SALU-SALO SA SAN FRANSISCO 2016

LOCATIONS
6040 Martin Luther King Jr
Seattle, WA 98118
6048 N 1st Street
Fresno, CA 93710
Rancho Cucamonga, CA
12188 E Foothill Blvd
Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91739

20911 Roscoe Blvd
Canoga Park, CA 91304
8340 Van Nuys Blvd. Unit A
Panorama City, CA 91402
1512 E. Amar Rd.
West Covina, CA 91792
2720 E. Plaza Blvd
National City, CA 91950

20819 Currier Road
Walnut, CA 91789

4122 Dyer St.
Union City, CA 94587

229 South Vermont Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90004

2110 Spring Rd. #24
Vallejo, CA 94591

627 North Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90004

2100 North Park Blvd
Pittsburg, CA 94565
2115 Morrill Ave
San Jose, CA 95132

11481 South Street
Cerritos, Ca 90703

5201 Sonoma Blvd.
American Canyon, CA 94589
8430 Elk Grove Florin Road
Elk Grove, CA
4833 S Rose Ave
Oxnard, CA 93033
8650 W Tropicana Ava
Las Vegas, NV 89147
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Los Angeles is a leading real estate investment choice by international buyers. Contact us to
find out more about financing for foreign nationals with over 60 private banks, portfolio
lenders, and private equity firms so we are able to facilitate creative and outside-of-the box
financing. A lot of our clients are foreign nationals, self employed, and with various income
sources around the world. Our process begins with understanding the clients unique
situation and then finding the solution that best meets their needs.

Warm wishes to all
Sigma Deltans and Upsilonians
40 years later and still ticking with
inspiration and fun memories

Carina Pilapil Slepian, BSBA ’79
Sigma Delta Phi Batch ’76 (yes, I was in Bernardo Carpio!)
Philippine Science High School Alumni
Project Management Professional, InternaGonal PMP
Ayala MarkeGng Partner, Los Angeles
InternaGonal Property Realtor Licensed in CA and VA

USA Na'onal Associa'on of Realtors Interna'onal Property Specialist, CIPS
Beverly Hills and Greater Los Angeles Associa'on of Realtors, CRS
Northern VA Associa'on of Realtors
Cer'ﬁed Master Life Coach
Holis'c Health Prac''oner
Cer'ﬁed Spiritual Mentor and Vibra'onal Coach
Prime of Life Yoga and Medita'on Teacher
www.globalproperty.us www.mymindgarden.com www.homesbycarina.com
Cell: 424.235.5359

homesbycarina@gmail.com

My Mind Garden

LLC

Relationship & life
coaching
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Global Concierge,
Los Angeles

	
  	
  

	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Dr. Neil T. Specht

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Dr. Evangeline S. Specht

	
  

115 Technology Drive, Suite B-301, Trumbull, CT 06611
Aesthetics: (203) 445-0813 Mammography: (203) 445-0101
womenschoicect.com	
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Anonymous Fan
of Upsilon
Sigma Phi

Congratulates the
organizers of

Salu salo sa
San Francisco
on a Successful Reunion!
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Phone: (831) 422-9066
www.salinaspediatrics.com
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Ditas	
  Sison	
  Tipton’64	
  	
  
Cynthia	
  Quimbo	
  Ruiz’90	
  
310.486.0161	
  /	
  ditastipton@yahoo.com	
  	
  
310.994.7965	
  	
  /	
  cynthia.quimbo@gmail.com	
  

mercedestipton.arbonne.com	
  
cynthiaruiz1.arbonne.com	
  

	
  

Ditas & Cynthia	
  	
  	
  	
  
Independent Consultants

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Owners of high-end on-line stores 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  
“My	
  digestive	
  problem	
  was	
  solved	
  when	
  I	
  did	
  the	
  30	
  Days	
  to	
  Healthy	
  Living!”	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  “With	
  the	
  healthy	
  and	
  clean	
  eating	
  program,	
  I	
  lost	
  10lbs	
  and	
  felt	
  more	
  energy	
  &	
  vitality!”	
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Batch ‘69

40th Anniversary Celebration in Washington, DC (2009)

Thank you for making us a family
and keeping us together.

At “Lagaslas sa Las Vegas” (2012)

45th Anniversary Celebration in Manila (2014)
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GREETINGS and WARM WISHES

	
  

	
  
	
  

Hon. Michaelina "Girlie" Meneses-Antonio '69
Representative, House of Congress
AGBIAG Party List
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Winkie
Collas
SDP ’59

Maurese Oteyza
Owens
SDP ‘63

Alicia Azarcon
Purkapile
SDP ‘64

Puri Ka gbak
Tan
SDP ‘58

Loulou Perlas
Rosales
SDP ‘54

Grande Francisco
Esguerra
SDP ‘63

WARMEST GREETINGS AND
BEST WISHES TO

From
U.P. Sigma Delta Phi Alumnae Association
Metropolitan Washington DC Chapter

Fe Pal ng
Lagdameo
SDP ‘63

Baby Mercado
Samaniego
SDP ‘64

Cor Unum Via U a

Cindee Teves
Jacobs
SDP ‘69

Alice Sabalones
Tanoue
SDP ‘69

Susan Antonio
Coronel
SDP ‘82
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Lu Tuason
Acosta
SDP ‘65
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Hazel Rose
Madamba
SDP ‘82

Wishing our brods and sisters
an awesome reunion at

In grateful remembrance of our beloved brod,
Ambassador Willy C. Gaa ‘66
(Philippine Embassy, Washington, DC)
Southeast Chapter
U.P. Upsilon Sigma Phi Alumni Association
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Greetings and Best Wishes to the Organizers of

from
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Congratulations and Best Wishes!
From: The Sigma Delta Phi USA
Northeast Chapter
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Congratulations – UP Upsilon Sigma Phi/Sigma Delta Phi on your
Salu Salo World Reunion
From
*
UPLB UPLB ALUMNI GROUP in AMERICA (UPLBBAGA) Lifetime Members

Congratulations – UP Upsilon/Sigma Delta on your World
Reunion

  

ϯ

Derro, Ernesto

San Jose, CA

Ian Ward

*

as of 11/30/2015

Sacramento, CA

ϯ

deceased
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92
Congratulations

Salu Salo sa
San Fransisco!

from Batch ‘92
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Claire N. Espina ‘82

Greetings Salu-salo attendees!
May you have an enjoyable and memorable reunion!

From the apos of Marife Butalid-Zamora ’68 and Mona Marapao-Lancanlale ‘68
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6th and 9th FLOORS PACIFIC STAR BUILDING
MAKATI AVE. cor. SEN. GIL PUYAT AVE.
MAKATI CITY 1200, PHILIPPINES
Tel Nos. (+632) 751 7799 / 751 8899 / 751 8889
Facsimile (+632) 751 4000
Email: info@omlawphil.com; Website: www.omlawphil.com

OUR PEOPLE

OUR PRACTICE

PARTNERS
CARLOS ALFONSO T. OCAMPO
MANOLITO A. MANALO

Corporate Law
Banking and Finance
IT, Telecommunications and Media
Transportation
Energy and Natural Resources
Real Estate and Construction
Litigation and Dispute Resolution
Labor and Employment
Taxation
Immigration
International Trade Law

JUAN VICTOR S. VALDEZ
BERNADETH A. LIM
ASSOCIATES
MONICA ISABELLE I. VILLANUEVA
OMAR C. TACCAD*
MARC ANTHONY A. COX*
CHRISTOPHER SAM S. SALVADOR
JEANNE MARISSE THEODORA C. ANTOLIN
LEAH ELOISA R. ESPIRITU
MAE ANN S. ACHA
JOAN ROSHEN M. DUENAS
MARIE KRISTINE F. REYES
ALTHEA ISOBEL F. OAMINAL
JUAN JOSE L. CHUA
Management Committee Chairman
MARIEL T. LOPA
Strategic Planning & Special Projects
SPECIAL COUNSELS
JOSE RAMON P. NADAL
REX PETER RAZ
MA. ANGELICA C. DYCHIAO
RODOLFO R. SALAZAR
AMELITO A. VELASCO

	
  
	
  	
  

	
  

*On leave

AFFILIATE FIRMS
PHILIPPINES

BAGAY-VILLAMOR FABIOSA & FAMADOR LAW FIRM, Metro Cebu
GEMPESAW, GEMPESAW & CASTILLO, Metro Davao
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INTERNATIONAL
JEFF LEONG, POON & WONG, Malaysia
JLPW LEGAL GROUP, Malaysia, Myanmar, Vietnam, Indonesia, Singapore, China, Japan, Korea, Mongolia
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Magnolia® Ice Cream Welcomes All Upsilonians To
The City By The Bay. May Your Memories Last
Forever As The Sun.

Made in Northern California since 1972 with genuine California Milk ®
and the finest fruits from the Philippines, Magnolia ® offers a taste of true
paradise that simply can’t be beat. Enjoy three new flavors this summer
available only at a local Asian grocer near you.
Discover more by visiting www.ramarfoods.com.

©2016 The Magnolia® Name and Logo are registered trademarks of Ramar Foods International. All Rights Reserved.
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ca systems
Authorized

Dealer

Experience a Meal with Friends & Saladmaster
Eating is always a welcome part of the day. Sharing a meal with friends - even better. If this is your passion,
we'd like to invite you to host a Saladmaster cooking show in the comfort and convenience of your own
home. Breakfast, brunch, lunch or dinner - you choose the experience. It's easy. It's delicious. And it's a
great excuse to spend time tasting and learning with your favorite people.

And as a Thank

You will have an opportunity to receive a

You...

Premium Reward for Hosting.

Chav Dela Cruz ‘96
69
a a
e
ul
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Jesse Zapanta ‘89
66
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CREDO
I am an Upsilonian and proud of it
I cherish the sincere fellowship of my fraternity brothers because
They consider me an upright self-respecting man
Capable of growth and greater service to my fellowmen.
I appreciate the efforts of the Upsilon Sigma Phi
In creating a climate conducive to learning
In the University of the Philippines;
To the economic stability and political maturity
In the Republic of the Philippines,
Realizing that only then can a dream of one world be attained.
I revere the fine traditions of the Upsilon Sigma Phi
Its abiding faith and loyalty to
The ideals of my Alma Mater and my Country
Suffuse me with courage
Its ideals of peace and freedom for all peoples give me hope and strength
Its spirit of self-negotiation for the greater good,
Of oneness in victory or in defeat,
Of mutual aid and affection
Inspires and humbles me.
May I prove myself worthy of all these
That the Upsilon Sigma Phi stands for
And be a tried and true Upsilonian
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Living the Credo:
A Noble Mission

of The Credo would help us to be more proactive
and less reactive. This can be one undertaking for
our centennial celebration.

By Rafael Piling S. Francia ’55

The Upsilon Sigma Phi Fraternity’s Credo
embodies its mission statement. The Credo was
conceived and crafted, almost a century ago, by
a few, young, upright, self-respecting students
of the University of the Philippines. The Credo
mandates every Upsilonian to perform certain
acts to benefit himself and his fellowmen, the
University of the Philippines, the Republic of the
Philippines, and the World. It is a noble mission.
Every person joining the fraternity is indoctrinated
in the Credo, which are his marching orders upon
his admission. He does not need to improvise
because the Credo instructs him what to do. The
tried and true Upsilonian internalizes the Credo,
acquires a burning desire to accomplish it, plans
for it, and then lives it. It is for him a lifetime
endeavor.
Our founders’ noble vision has served our
fraternity well through the years and will continue
to do so if succeeding Upsilonians remain
faithful to it. We now have thousands of resident
and alumni Upsilonians with no lack of talent.
Establishing a Think Tank to study and propose
specific activities along the four spheres of action

For example, here are a few perennial problems,
among many others, that the Think Tank can
address: 1. What kind of education and moral
formation is needed to develop a person’s full
potential? 2. How can we harness the idealism
and energy of the youth and the wisdom and
experience of the elderly for the common good? 3.
How can the U.P. utilize all its resources to achieve
financial independence? 4. What measures can
the U.P. undertake to help uplift the country’s
social, economic, political and cultural conditions?
5. How can we obtain a government that serves
the people instead of special interests and
government officials? 6. What system is needed
to elect upright, competent public servants? 7.
How can we promote peaceful conflict resolution
and solidarity among men and nations? 8. How
can we help eradicate ignorance, injustice, and
poverty?
Life is dynamic with its ever-changing conditions
and circumstances. We need to examine
ourselves periodically and review our course of
action to remain tried and true to our Credo. We
have a noble work to do - Godspeed, Upsilon
Sigma Phi!
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If

by Rudyard Kipling
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowances for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired of waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies.
Or being hated don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good nor talk too wise.

What Time Is It?
Junie De Veyra ‘69
what time is it brothers?
for some in the upsilon universe,
the long shadows of sunset is the
contrast to the magnificent light
producing those very same shadows
presaging sundown.
what time is it brothers?

If you can dream – and not make dreams your master;
If you can think – and not make thoughts your aim;
If you meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools:
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch–and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will that says to them: “Hold On!”

for all upsilonians around the world
our centennial looms larger by the day
and becomes a reality much sooner
than when we first contemplated how
to celebrate and properly honor such a
milestone for the best fraternity that
ever came from old u.p.
what time is it brothers?

san francisco beckons.
in six weeks my brothers and sisters
beckon from the beautiful city by the bay
and while there are no crowds shouting
hurrah, hurrah, as many of us imagined
when we were much younger
the maturity of the years gone by has seen fit
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
we realize that the cheering is really for them
Or walk with Kings – nor lose the common touch,
values the frat holds dear beyond compromise,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
and it is actually our hearts beating hurrah, hurrah!
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
what time is it brothers?
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,
time to head to san francisco then the
And – which is more – you’ll be a man
2018 centennial in manila.
(an UPSILONIAN), my son
to get back in touch.
get that old ticker shouting from the rooftops
hurrah, hurrah!
kita-kita brods/sis.
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A Call To Action

Noy Dy-Liacco ‘65
Chair, UPSILON SIGMA PHI Centennial
Commission
I wish to congratulate the USPNA, especially the
NorCal Fellows, on this milestone reunion event,
coming as it does on the heels of our Centennial
celebrations. I regret I am unable to join you; I
will be in the US on the day of the Plenary but
elsewhere at our daughter’s wedding,
The article that follows, with minor edits, first
appeared in the magazine “65@50” on the occasion
of the Golden Jubilee Year of Batch ’65 in October
2015.
_________________________________________
If Upsilon Sigma Phi were a business organization,
when it celebrates its 100th year in 2018, it will
share this distinction with other established
businesses in the Philippines such as Coca-Cola,
Shell, San Miguel, Benguet Corporation, Meralco,
Ayala, Nestlé and The Manila Hotel and a few
others with such heritage.
What does the Upsilon Sigma Phi have in common
with these Companies? A vision of a certain future
shared amongst like-minded men comes to mind.
To the 14 Founding Fellows, establishing the University Students’ Fraternity in 1918 was probably
merely an effort to bond and insulate themselves
from the turmoil of the times more than having a
long-term view of a brotherhood of select men.
Historical notes say these 14 founders “were
mostly together for the next two years planning,

plotting and discussing issues of the day.” Indeed,
there was much to talk about. The Philippines in
1918 was coping with the issues of the American
occupation, amidst the backdrop of a World War
just ended, both situations offering an uncertain
future for a nation impatient to be independent.
One can only guess what they were “plotting” in
those days.
I believe what made the Upsilon Sigma Phi survive
– like the Companies cited earlier - was its determination to grow in number through careful selection
of its members, a conscious effort to nurture the
new-found talents within its rank and an active
effort, even then, to show leadership in campus
through the various organizations, thus fulfilling its
promise to scatter the light. “The Upsilon Sigma
Phi is an ac-ademic brotherhood that requires, for
its membership, high intellectual capacity and good
qualities for leadership,” says a 1929 document.
The 100+ year-old Companies must have had a
similar start. Eager start-up pioneers with nothing
else but growth in mind. Block upon building block
of hard work, some successful, others ending in
failure; yet never giving up amidst threats to the
survival of the business.
Companies survive because of wise, competent
and sound stewardship; growth provided by the
goods or services they offer, delighting customers,
fulfilling needs. Resiliency too, during difficult times.
The Upsilon Sigma Phi has had its share of
victories and defeats in its century-long existence.
Issues of survival, relevance and meaningfulness
in an ever-changing environment that for so long
has been cyn-ical of Greek-lettered organizations.
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Some criticisms may not be without basis.
Even long-established Companies find a need
to re-invent themselves to adapt to a changing
environ-ment, new opportunities and new
challenges.
The Fraternity can do no less, if it must survive yet
another 100 years. There is an imperative to look
back, consider its gains and losses and re-invent
itself in the face of new challenges.

Let’s re-ignite our love for the Fraternity with the
same fire that burned through those beggar days
while we waited for the glow of that magnificent
sunset when we were shown the Light.
Finally, let’s renew our vows to be “a tried and
true.” Not in mindless recitation of the Credo but in
thought and in deed. There are many ideas on how
to celebrate our Centennial. Whatever the Centennial Commission commits to implement will require
resources. Enormous resources. Brods, “be ever
ready at Thy call.”

So, where do we go from here?
Previous generations of Upsilonians “during their
time” would change focus to make the Fraternity
rele-vant to its milieu; yet always anchored on the
tradition of excellence and nationalist moorings,
showing little tolerance for mediocrity and substandard performances. We’ve seen this in campus
when genera-tions of Brods pursued literary
leadership, pioneering cultural works, leading
student governments and strengthening alumni
relations. That same fervor continues today.
Brods as Key Leaders in campus. A distinguished
alumnus as the 20th President of the University
System, a truly inspiring distinction.
2016 looms with the promise of a new start. Yet
we cannot take the pains of the recent past for
granted. Let those challenges feed the fire of our
present-day furnace of adversity, confident that the
same fire will refine the Fraternity, as it does to gold.
Every generation of Upsilonians – residents and
alumni – must be willing to change with the times
while staying true to the Fraternity’s core values and
ideals. This remains non-negotiable. Because there
is that delicate balance in one’s soul that makes an
ordi-nary fellow a “Tried and True Upsilonian.”
What do we do? Let’s look ahead to 2018. It is a
time to “RE-UNITE. REKINDLE. RENEW.”
First, let’s look for all our lost sheep, the Brods who
have disconnected since they left campus. Batch
by batch, let each one of us be a shepherd. Let’s
bring them back. Have a feast and celebrate! Let’s
make them feel the warmth of the Basement again;
hoping it heals old wounds too. Set aside
the wronged past; time is always short.
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Companies have their Vision Statements, often left
unchanged. Yet time and again, they are compelled
to review their short-term Mission Statements and
to re-define their Must-Win Battles depending on
the call of the times.
The times demand that the Upsilon Sigma Phi reaffirms its values and re-focuses the energies of
the Fellowship, adhering to those principles that
built the Fraternity into a 100-year old powerhouse
of lead-ers of men, in public service or private
enterprise. Each of us can demonstrate what the
Upsilon Sigma Phi is all about, within our own
spheres of influence – in campus, in our family, in
our relationship with others, in the board rooms,
at business functions, in social events, anywhere
where we can proudly de-clare, “Yes, I am a
member of Upsilon Sigma Phi.”
Upsilon Sigma Phi will soon join the ranks of those
private enterprises that have thrived in the Philippines for more than a century. The 14 Founding
Founders will be so proud of what they “planned,
plot-ted and discussed” in 1918 and what the
Fraternity has become.
It’s our turn to plan, plot and discuss the next 100
years.

See you all at the Centennial
Celebration of Upsilon Sigma Phi
in Manila in 2018.

- Aleli Cabunoc - (707) 704-2978
- Jun Pacifico - (707) 567-8688
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